
Abstract

INTRODUCTION

Pleione 6(1):  101 - 109. 2012.                                ISSN: 0973-9467
© East Himalayan Society for Spermatophyte Taxonomy

Revised 06.06.2012; Accepted 09.06.2012

Occurrence and uses of Clerodendrum Linnaeus (Verbenaceae)
in Assam, India

A. Kar1, N.K. Goswami and D. Saharia
The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI), North Eastern Regional Centre, Chachal, VIP Road, Hengrabari,

Guwahati-781 036, Assam, India
1Corresponding author:  E-mail: ashishvision10@rediffmail.com

The paper highlighted the occurrence and uses of Clerodendrum Linnaeus in Assam. Total eight
species and one hybrid were recorded from different localities of Assam. The uses of these nine
species and one hybrid viz., as vegetable, ornamental, medicinal, cultural significance and as hedge
plants were also highlighted in the enumeration.
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Linnaeus first described the genus Clerodendrum in 1753, with the identification of Clerodendrum
infortunatum. Later, after a decade, in 1763 Adanson changed the name “Clerodendrum” to its
Greek form “Clerodendron”; in Greek Klero means chance and Dendron means tree i.e. chance
tree which means the tree which does not bring good luck like Clerodendrum infortunatum. Later
on after a span of about two centuries in 1942 Moldenke readopted the Latinized name Clerodendrum,
which is now commonly used by taxonomists for the classification (Moldenke 1973; Ricardo 1993;
Shrivastava & Patel 2007; Steane et al 1999). Clerodendrum is a very large and diverse genus
and till now five hundred and eighty species of the genus have been identified. The genus
Clerodendrum Linnaeus of Verbenaceae [Lamiaceae in APG III system] is widely distributed in
tropical, sub-tropical and warm temperate regions of the world, with most of the species occurring
in tropical Africa and southern Asia, but with a few in the tropical Americas and northern Australasia,
and a few extending north into the temperate zone in eastern Asia (Mabberley 2008).

The genus is taxonomically characterized by its entire or toothed, opposite or whorled
leaves, terete stem, axillary or terminal cymose inflorescence, hypogynous bisexual flowers,
persistent calyx, cylindrical corolla tube with spreading 5-lobes at the top, exerted stamens, short
bi-fid stigma, imperfectly 4-celled ovary, exalbuminous seeds and endocarp separating into 4
stony pyrens (Kirtikar & Basu 1935; Yuan et al 2010; Steane et al 1999).

Assam has an area of 78,433 sq km, representing 2.39 % of the total area of India. The
state lies between 24°44´ N to 27°45´N latitude and 89°41´ and 96°02´ E longitudes (Guha 2011)
and is surrounded on the three sides of the north, the east and the south by hills and mountains. To
the west, it merges with the West Bengal and Bangladesh plains. The state has the Brahmaputra
valley in the northern part bordering Arunachal Pradesh and the Barak valley in the southern part
bordering Mizoram, Tripura and Meghalaya.The climatic condition and wide variety in physical
features of the state have resulted in a diversity of ecological habitats such as forests, grasslands,
wetlands, which harbour and sustain wide ranging floral and faunal elements. Accounts of various
groups of vascular plants in Assam are Fern allies 40 species, Ferns 315 species, Gymnosperms
23 species, Angiosperms dycolyledous-2833 species, Monocolyledons-1072 species and total 4282
number of species (Anonymous 2011 a).
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Several publications appeared on different species of Clerodendrum Linnaeus (Verbenaceae)
during the last two decades. A total of 560 species of Clerodendrum were recorded in the World by
Ricardo (1993) and 580 species by Shrivastava & Patel (2007). In India 18 species were recorded
by Santapau & Henry in 1973 and 23 species were recorded by Rajendran & Daniel (2002); in
Arunachal Pradesh 16 species were recorded by Srivastava & Choudhary (2008); 13 species were
recorded from Assam (s.l.) by Kanjilal et al (1938) viz., Clerodendrum griffithianum, C.
infortunatum, C. villosum, C. colebrookianum, C. lasiocephalum, C. bracteatum, C. serratum,
C. squamatum, C. nutans, C. macrostachyum, C. siphonanthus, C. haspatum and C.
macrostachyum;  07 species were recorded by Begum et al (2011) from Nameri National Park.
Very limited literature is available on Clerodendrum of Assam and no attempt has been taken so far
to explore the genus from Assam (s.s.). Medicinal aspects of four species were mentioned in few
publications including Dutta et al (2009) on isolation, characterization and bio-activity screening of
C. viscosum; Anonymous (2011b ) on medicinal value of C. serratum, C. viscosum and C.
colebrookianum; Das et  al (2008) on C. colebrookianum and C. viscosum; Das et al (2009) on
C. indicum, C. serratum and C.viscosum; Sajem & Gosai (2006) on C. serratum, C. viscosum
and C. glandulosum; Hagjer (2011) on C. colebrookianum; Anonymous (2008) on medicinal
value of C. indicum, C. inerme, C. colebrookianum and C. infortunatm; and Bora & Kumar
(2003) on C. indicum. However, studies on the occurrence of Clerodendrum species particularly
in Assam are meager. Moreover, due to anthropogenic pressure natural habitats are declining very
fast causing serious damaged to the plant diversity of the state. The present study is to focus the
occurrence and local uses of different species of Clerodendrum in Assam.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Extensive field surveys, collection and documentation were made in Assam during 2009 – 2011
with an objective to document the occurrence of Clerodendrum species in Assam and their uses.
Documentation on the uses of different species was made with the help of local people through
discussions and consultations. Collected specimens were made into mounted herbarium sheets
following the procedure of Jain & Rao (1977).  The specimens were identified in the laboratory
using available literature including Kanjilal et al (1938), Bennet (1986), Srivastava & Choudhary
(2008) and were matched at the Gauhati University Herbarium. The specimens were deposited
at TERI, Northeastern Regional Centre, Guwahati for future reference.

RESULTS

During field studies in the different districts of Assam, total 08 species were recorded, namely
Clerodendrum chinense(Osbeck) Mabberley; Clerodendrum colebrookianum Walpers;
Clerodendrum indicum (Linnaeus) Kuntze; Clerodendrum inerme (Linnaeus) Gaertner;
Clerodendrum japonicum (Thunberg) Sweet; Clerodendrum serratum (Linnaeus) Moon ;
Clerodendrum thomsonae Balfour; Clerodendrum viscosum Ventenat and one hybrid
Clerodendrum x  speciosum Teijsmann & Binn. Recorded species and the hybrid are enumer-
ated below along with their synonym, common name, local names, brief description, distribution,
flowering & fruiting time, uses and reference to the voucher specimen. Photographs of the col-
lected species are also provided (PLATE - I. Figs. 1 – 9).

Key to Clerodendrum species in Assam

1.  Plants liana …………       ……………         …...............             …..  2
+   Erect plants, branches sometimes trailing  …………………………….  3
2.  Calyx pink to whitish-pink  …………..          ..................        .......  C. speciosum
+  Calyx white  ……………         …………….          ....................      C. thomsanae
3. Leaves sessile or subsessile, narrowly oblong; corolla tube over 7 cm long  ..........
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.............   ..........          ................          ....   C. indicum

+  Leaves distinctly petiolate; corolla tube much shorter than 7 cm   ............   4
4. Flowers in 3-flowered axillary cymes; lamina entire, small, 3.0 x 2.0 cm; branches
    sometimes trailing     ...............         ...............          .................          C. inerme
+ Inflorescence many flowered, terminal; lamina serrate or nearly entire with wavy
    margin, much larger    …………..     .....................           ..................       5
5. Corolla (and the entire inflorescence) red    ..................          .........      C. japonicum
+  Corolla white or bluish ................    ...................            ..................        6
6.  Lamina oblong, coarsely and distantly serrate; corolla bluish   ....   ......    C. serratum
+   Lamina ovate-cordate; corolla white    ................         ...................        7
7. Lamina nearly entire, slightly wavy; flowers in peduncled terminal and axillary cymes;
    fruiting calyx green     .............           ................            ..........    C. colebrookianum
+  Lamina serrate or dentato-serrate; inflorescence terminal ..............       ...  8
8. Flowers crowded at branch-tips, peduncle absent; corolla double; calyx green in fruit;
    lamina dentate to dentato-serrate   ..............        .................        ........    C. chinense
+ Panicle terminal with distinct peduncle and its branches; corolla single; calyx turns red in
    fruit; lamina dentate-serrate    .................             ..................       .....     C. viscosum

Clerodendrum chinense (Osbeck) Mabberley, Plant-Book, Repr.: 707. 1989; Chen & M.G.
Gilbert in Wu & Raven, Fl. China 17: 39. 1994; Phuong in N.T. Ban et al, Fl. Vietnam 3: 288.
2005; Clerodendrum philipinum Schauer in DC., Prodr. 11: 667. 1847. Howard & Powell in
Taxon 17(1): 53 – 55. 1968. Moldenke in Ann. Miss. Bot. Gard. 60 (1): 141. 1973. Clerodendrum
fragrans Willdenow, Enum. Pl. (Willdenow) 2:  659. 1809 Clarke in Fl. Brit. India 4: 589.1885.
[Fig. 6]

Common name: Chinese Glory Bower, Cashmere bouqet, Scent Malli, False Pikake, Glory Tree,
Hawaiian Rose, Honolulu rose, Stick bush; Local name: Soru gandharaj (Assamese)

Shrubs up to 2 m tall, quadrangular, branches pubescent; lamina 6 – 25 x 7 – 14 cm, broadly ovate,
coarsely and irregularly dentate, acute, hairy, glandular at base; petiole 4 – 9 cm long; cymes terminal,
corymbose, compact, sub sessile; flowers white, fragrant, 2 cm across, shortly pedicelled; often
subtended by a pair of foliaceous bracts, bracteoles numerous, oblong or elliptic or elliptic-lanceolate,
acuminate, 1.5 – 3 cm long, strigillose pubescent, persistent; calyx campanulate, pubescent, 5-lobed,
lobes lanceolate with glands on margins; corolla double, salver form, tube 1 – 1.5 cm long, lobes 5,
obovate, usually doubled by petaloid stamens, spreading; drupe rarely developed.

Flowering time: April – October; Fruiting time: June – September

Distribution: Roadside, wasteland in open sunny places in Darrang, Kamrup Metropolitan,
Kamrup, Sonitpur, Sibsagar, Nagaon, Marigaon, Lakhimpur, Goalpara, Dibrugarh, Dhemaji and
Barpeta districts

Uses: Planted as ornamental for its attractive and fragrant double flowers

Exsiccatae: Pamohi, Kamrup Metropolitan, A. Kar et al 45, dated 13.07.2010

Note: Clerodendrum chinense is native to Southern China and northern Vietnam.

Clerodendrum colebrookianum Walpers, Repert. Bot. Syst. 4: 114. 1845. Fl. Assam 3: 488. 1938.
[Fig. 8]

Common name: East Indian Glory Bower; Local name: Nephaphu (Assamese)

Foetid shrub, up to 3 m height, evergreen; branches usually quadrangular when young; leaves
opposite; lamina broadly ovate to elliptic-cordate, entire to slightly wavy, acuminate to acute,
adaxially sparsely pubescent to subglabrous, abaxially puberulent, pointed; inflorescences terminal



corymbose cymes ; flowers white, calyx campanulate or cup-shaped, densely pubescent, with
several peltate glands; corolla-tube slender, without glands, lobes 5, spreading; stamens 4, stamens
and style exserted; ovary 4-locular; ovules pendulous or laterally attached; style with 2 acute
stigmatic lobes; drupe black when ripe, 1cm in diameter.

Flowering time: August – December; Fruiting time: September – December

Distribution: Recorded in the hilly slopes, moist shady places, kitchen garden of Baksa, Udalguri,
Chirang, Kamrup Metropolitan, Kamrup, Tinsukia, Sonitpur, Sibsagar, Dima Hasao, Nalbari,
Nagaon, Marigaon, Lakhimpur, Kokrajhar, Karbi Anglong, Jorhat, Golaghat, Goalpara, Dibrugarh,
Dhubri, Dhemaji, Darrang district of Assam

Uses: Tender shoots are used as vegetable by all the tribal communities of Assam as well as
some other communities. Leaves are used to minimize high blood pressure and to control diabetes.

Exsiccatae: Solmara, Sonitpur, A. Kar et al 45, dated 19.08.2010

Note: The species is found in tropical and subtropical regions of Asia (Zheng-yi & Raven 1994).
In India it is confined to the north-east region including West Bengal and Sikkim, and is classified
under the threat status as vulnerable (Anonymous 2004).

Clerodendrum indicum (Linnaeus) Kuntze, Revis. Gen. Pl. 2: 506. 1891. Maheshwari, Fl. Delhi
284. 1963. Siphonanthus indica Linnaeus, Sp. Pl. 1: 109. 1753; Clerodendrum siphonanthus
R. Brown in Aiton, Hort. Kew.ed.2, 4: 65. 1811. Fl. Assam 3: 1938. [Fig. 2]

Common name: Tube flower, Turk’s-Turban, Turk’s Turbin, Sky Rocket, Bowing Lady; Local
name: Akalbi, Brahmajasti (Assamese)

Shrubs, 1.5 – 3 m tall, laxly branched; leaves verticillate, sessile, 3 – 5 in each whorl, or opposite,
sessile; lamina lanceolate, 10 – 20 x 1 – 2.5 cm, entire, acute; cymes verticillately arranged to
form a terminal 20 – 25 cm long panicle; flowers white, 1.5 cm across, in dense pyramidal cluster,
bracts 5 – 10 mm long, reddish when young, linear to linear-lanceolate, pedicels up to 1.5 cm long;
calyx with 6 – 7 mm long lobes, ovate-lanceolate; corolla funnel shaped, tube 5 cm or longer,
glabrous, lobes ovate-oblong, 10 – 12 mm long, yellowish white, obtuse; drupes 1 cm in diameter,
bluish-black, enclosed by enlarged red calyx.

Flowering time: July – December; Fruiting time: August – December

Distribution: Commonly found in the crop fields, roadsides, stream bank and forest patches.
The plant is recorded form almost all districts of Assam

Uses: Tender shoots are used as vegetable in the Dhemaji district; leaf decoction is used against
diabetes by some herbal healer

Exsiccatae: Gumoria, A. Kar et al 91, dated 06.11.2011

Note: Clerodendrum indicum is named for its origin and wide range of distribution within India
and earlier name Clerodendrum siphonanthus is given for its corolla tube like siphon.

Clerodendrum inerme (Linnaeus) Gaertner, Fruct. Sem. Pl. 1: 271. 1788; Clarke in Fl. Brit.
India 4: 594. 1885; Bailey, Stand. Cyc. Hut. 1: 801. 1947; Volkameria inermis Linnaeus, Sp. Pl.
2: 637. 1753. [Fig. 7]

Common name: Glory Bower, Indian privet, Seaside Clerodendrum, Wild Jasmine, Sorcerers
Bush; Local name: Bonjooi, Arni (Assamese)

An erect to scandent or trailing, evergreen shrub, up to 3 m tall; leaves opposite, petiolate; lamina
elliptic-ovate to obovate, entire, obtuse, thick, subcoriaceous, abaxially pubescent, adaxially sub-
glabrous; inflorescences axillary or rarely subterminal, trichotomous cymes; flowers white
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terminating the branches, pedicellate; bracts minute, linear; calyx 5 – 6 mm long, cupular, minute,
rudimentary 5-toothed, persistent, pubescent outside and glabrous inside, slightly broader than the
base of corolla-tube; corolla-tube 2.5 – 3 cm long, glabrous; lobes ovate or elliptic, obscurely
crenulate, obtuse; filaments pubescent, dark violet or purple, exserted, curved above; drupe pear-
shaped, minute, 4-lobed, glabrous, enclosed by dentate or sub-truncate persistent calyx.

Flowering time: March – December; Fruiting time: April – December

Distribution: Recorded in open sunny or shady places of garden or fencing from Kamrup,
Metropolitan, Bongaigaon, Udalguri, Kamrup, Tinsukia, Sonitpur, Sibsagar, Nalbari, Nagaon,
Marigaon, Lakhimpur, Kokrajhar, Karimganj, Karbi Anglong, Jorhat, Hailakandi, Golaghat,
Goalpara, Dibrugarh, Dhubri, Dhemaji, Darrang, Cachar, Barpeta districts of Assam

Uses: Commonly planted in the garden for its characteristic easy to pruning and easy to make
desirable shape and also as life fencing.

Exsiccatae: Silchar, Cachar, A. Kar et al 33, dated 07.03.2010

Note: Clerodendrum inerme is named because absence of thorn or spine on its branches. In
Latin word inerme means “unarmed”, so the plant won’t have any thorns, spine, etc. It is a native
of the sea coasts of India and Sri Lanka.

Clerodendrum japonicum (Thunberg) Sweet, Hort. Brit., ed. 1. 322. 1826; Volkameria japonica
Thunberg, Nova Acta Regiae Soc. Sci. Upsal. 3: 203. 1780. [Fig. 1]

Common name: Japanese Glory bower; Red glory bower; Local name: Ronga dhopat teeta
(Assamese)

Shrubs up to 3.8 m tall; branches quadrangular, pubescent to sub-glabrous; nodes sometimes
villous; petiole 25 – 30 cm, pubescent; lamina  subcordate to cordate, 10 – 32 x 5 – 28 cm,
serrulate to dentate, acuminate to acute, sparsely pubescent, abaxially densely covered with
numerous peltate glands; thyrses terminal; bracts and bracteoles reddish; calyx red, ovoid,1 – 1.5
cm, deeply 5-lobed, pubescent, outside glandular; lobes ovate-lanceolate to ovate, 0.7 – 1.3 cm;
corolla red, tube 1.5 – 2.5 cm, lobes oblong, 1 – 1.5 cm; stamens 4.5 – 7.5 cm longer than corolla
tube, exserted; fruiting calyx much longer than fruit, becoming reflexed;  drupes green when
young, blue-black at maturity, subglobose, 7 – 10 mm in diameter.

Flowering time: June – November; Fruiting time: July - November

Distribution: Grows in the moist shady places of the forest patches. Sometimes planted in the
garden and recorded in the Darrang, Kamrup, Sonitpur, Sibsagar, Nagaon, Marigaon, Lakhimpur,
Karbi Anglong, Golaghat, Goalpara, Dibrugarh, Dhemaji

Uses: Planted in gardens as ornamental plants for its attractive red flower

Exsiccatae: Bhalukpong, Sonitpur, A. Kar et al 45, dated 22.08.2010

Note: Clerodendrum japonicum is named for its wide distribution to Japan.

Clerodendrum serratum (Linnaeus) Moon, Cat. Pl. Ceylon. 46. 1824; Sprengel, Syst. 2: 758.
1825. Volkameria serrata Linnaeus, Mant. Pl. 1: 90. 1767. Clerodendrum macrophyllum Sims
in Bot. Mag. 51: t.2538. 1825; Clerodendrum javanicum Walpers, Repert. 4: 113. 1857. Fl.
Assam 3: 487. 1938. [Fig. 9]

 Common name: Blue glory, Blue Fountain Bush; Local name: Nangal bhanga (Assamese)

Shrubs up to 4.5 m tall; leaves opposite or in threes; lamina oblong or obovate-oblong or elliptic or
ovate, 5 – 25 cm x 2 – 10 cm, serrulate or sparsely coarse serrate, acuminate to acute, pubescent,
papery; thyrses terminal, densely yellow-brown pubescent, cymes sometimes monochasial; bracts
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PLATE - I. Clerodendrum Linnaeus in Assam: Fig. 1. C. japonicum; Fig. 2. C. indicum; Fig. 3. C. viscosum;
Fig. 4. C. thomsonae; Fig. 5. C. x speciosum; Fig. 6. C. chinense; Fig. 7. C. inerme; Fig. 8. C. colebrookianum;
Fig. 9. C. serratum
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sessile, ovate to broadly ovate; calyx 4 – 5 mm, truncate to minutely 5-dentate, pubescent; corolla
whitish blue, or purplish, tube 6 – 7 mm; lobes oblong to obovate, 5 – 13 mm; stamens long
exerted, base pubescent; ovary glabrous; style long exerted; drupes green when young, becoming
bluish or purplish black when ripe, subglobose.

Flowering time: May – December; Fruiting time: July – December

Distribution: Occurring in forest patches, roadside, wasteland, hilly slopes, occasionally cultivated
in the kitchen garden for vegetable. Recorded from Sonitpur, Baksa, Udalguri, Chirang, Kamrup
Metropolitan, Kamrup, Tinsukia, Sibsagar, Dima Hasao, Nalbari, Nagaon, Marigaon, Lakhimpur,
Kokrajhar, Karimganj, Karbi Anglong, Jorhat, Golaghat, Goalpara, Dibrugarh, Dhubri, Darrang,
Barpeta

Uses: Tender shoots and flowers are used as vegetable by the Bengalis, Deuris, Bodos and
Adivasi. Leaves used in the preparation of local liquor.

Exsiccatae: Solmara, Sonitpur, A. Kar et al 45, dated 22.07.2010

Note: Clerodendrum serratum is named for its serrate leaves.

Clerodendrum x speciosum Dombrain, Fl. Mag. (London) 8: t. 432. 1869; et Lem. Illstr. Hortic.
16:t.593.1869. [Fig. 5]

Common name: Java Glory Vine, Heart Vine; Local name: Tejor ridoy (Assamese)       C. x
speciosum Dombrain is possibly a hybrid between C. splendens and C. thomsoniae and is often
mistaken as C. thomsoniae. The difference between these three are C. thomsoniae has white
calyx while C. x speciosum has pink to whitish-pink calyx while C. splendens has red calyx.

Flowering time: June – September; Fruiting time: August – October

Distribution: Recorded from the gardens of Kamrup Metropolitan, Kamrup, Sonitpur, Sibsagar,
Nalbari, Nagaon, Jorhat, Dibrugarh, Dhubri, Dhemaji and Darrang districts

Uses: Generally grown in gardens as an ornamental for its attractive violet or pinkish calyx and
red corolla.

Exsiccatae: Guwahati, Kamrup Metro, A. Kar et al 87, dated 17.08.2010

Clerodendrum thomsonae Balfour f. in Trans. Bot. Soc. Edinb. 7: 265, t. 7 & 580, t. 16
(1868); F.T.A. 5: 303. [Fig. 4]

Common name: Bleeding heart vine; Bleeding Glory-bower; Glory-bower; bag flower; beauty
bush; Local name: Tejor ridoy (Assamese)

An evergreen liana growing up to 4.5 m; leaves ovate to oblong, opposite, 8 – 17 cm long,
entire, glabrous, petiolate; flowers in cymes, 5 – 22 together, 1.25 cm wide with white five-
lobed balloon-like calyx; red five-lobed corolla 2 cm long; four stamens and a style much
exserted; fruits covered by persistent calyx blacken as they ripen, with four black seeds.

Flowering time: June – September; Fruiting time: August – October

Distribution: Recorded from the gardens of all the districts of Assam including two hill districts
viz., Karbi Anglong and Dima Hasao

Uses: Commonly planted as an ornamental for its attractive white calyx and red corolla

Exsiccatae: Dipila, Darrang, A. Kar et al 88, dated 17.08.2010

Note: It is native to tropical West Africa from Cameroon west to Senegal and commonly
found in China, India and Malayasia.
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Clerodendrum viscosum Ventenat, Gard. Malm. t. 25. 1803; in B. Mag. 43, t. 1805 1816. Gamble,
Fl. Madras 2: 1100. 1915-1936. Fl. Assam 3: 489. 1938.C. infortunatum Linnaeus, Sp. Pl. 2: 637.
1753; Clarke in Fl. Brit. India 4: 594. 1885. [Fig. 3]

Common name: Hill glory bower; Local name: Dhopat teeta, Bhet teeta (Assamese)

Suffrutescent under-shrub up to 2.8 m heigh; leaves opposite, both surfaces sparsely villous-
pubescent, ovate or elongate ovate, dentate, 5 – 22 x 3 – 18 cm; inflorescence terminal, flow-ered
cymes; corolla white with purplish pink or dull-purple throat, pubescent;  stamens long exserted;
berry globose, black when ripe, enclosed in red persistent calyx.

Flowering time: March – August; Fruiting time: July – August

Distribution: Grows in the waste land, tea garden and roadsides. Recorded from all the twenty-
seven districts of Assam

Uses: The leaves are used to prepare local liquor by the local traditional communities. Two
terminal young leaves are used against gastritis and severe stomach pain by the Tiwa community.
Root is used against jaundice and leaf- decoction is used against malaria by different communities
of Assam. The plant also have cultural significance in Assam, during Bohag Bihu branches are
hang in front of main entrance, some twigs  are also placed in the paddy field.

Exsiccatae: Buraburi, Morigaon, A. Kar et al 71, dated 29.07.2010.

DISCUSSION

It is interesting to note that a good number of recorded species of Clerodendrum Linnaeus are
grown as ornamentals. Introduced ornamentals like C. thomsonae and C. x speciosum were
never naturalized in this region. From the survey result it may be concluded that out of nine
species five species with white flower, one species with red flower, one species with whitish
blue flower, one species with whitish yellow flower, one species with combination of yellow
and red flower, one hybrid with combination of purple-violet and red flower. Distribution of
Clerodendrum speciosum is limited in several districts and Clerodendrum viscosum is found
in all the districts of Assam and other eight species is found almost all the districts. Out of nine
species four species and one hybrid are used as ornamental, one species as hedge plant, two
species as vegetable & medicine, one species as vegetable as well as in local liquor prepara-
tion and one species for medicine, cultural festival, local liquor preparation. The medicinal
values recorded in these plants were based on traditional knowledge of the communities, so,
there is a scope for scientific evaluation for betterment of the human society.
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